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Man killed in stabbing near SJSU
Witnesses say
homicide victim was
also beaten and
run over outside
27 North apartments
By Olivia Bowman
MANAGING EDITOR

One man died after he was stabbed
Monday morning near North Sixth
and East Santa Clara streets, according
to a San Jose Police Department
news release.
Police responded at approximately
5 a.m. and found a man with at least
one stab wound a block away from
San Jose State in front of the 27 North
apartment complex, a popular housing
option for SJSU students.
The man was transported by
ambulance to a local hospital but
succumbed to his injuries shortly
after arriving, according to the SJPD
news release.
No suspects have been identified or
arrested and the name of the victim
will be released once the victim’s next
of kin has been contacted.
This incident marks San Jose’s
29th homicide this year following a
recent case last week where two people
died and five people were wounded in a
shooting on Eighth Street last Tuesday.
Brianna, who didn’t feel comfortable
using her last name, has been a resident
at 27 North for about two months
and said she woke up to the sound of
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Police investigate the stabbing scene one block away from campus at North Sixth and East Santa Clara streets on Monday afternoon.

people fighting. She then looked out
her window to see four men beating up
another man.
“There was a lot of anger,” Brianna
said. “[The assaulters] were calling him
names and the guy was just like, you
know, tucking himself in.”
She said she opened up her window
and shouted to leave the guy alone. The
men then hopped into a van and as the
man was getting up from the street, the
driver ran into him. The men in the van
then sped off.
Brianna said she saw the victim in the
street after the men left.
“The man, he got up, he was bleeding

Everyone’s kind of cooped
up and you know, it’s kind
of a lot of tension right now
whether it’s loss of hope or
not knowing what’s next and
stuﬀ. But safety wise, I mean,
it’s scary.

everywhere,” she said. “He was yelling for
help, saying he was dying.”
A sophomore aerospace engineering
student and 27 North resident, who
wished to remain anonymous because he
didn’t feel comfortable using his name,
also said he saw what happened.
“I was trying to sleep and then I heard
a bunch of screaming so I looked out and
. . . there’s three guys in all black and this
dude in a white shirt and they’re beating
him up,” he said.
He said he isn’t really concerned for his
safety but he will avoid going out at 5 a.m.

Bryant Jeﬀerson

College of San Mateo sophomore
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SJSU vets candidates
for advocacy director
By Olivia Gerber
STAFF WRITER

San Jose State is in the process
of hiring a director of advocacy
for racial justice, which is a new
position within the Community
and Government Relations team
under the Office of the President.
Lisa Millora, the vice
president for strategy and chief
of staff, stated in an email to
the Spartan Daily that the
director will collaborate with
the Office of Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion, Academic Affairs,
Student Affairs and community
partners to coordinate and lead
programs and initiatives that will
promote racial justice for faculty
members, staff and students.
“This position will build
capacity for SJSU to put into
action plans to address
systemic racism the university
has been developing for some
time to support students from
historically
underser ved

backgrounds,” Millora said.
“Closing equity gaps for students
also requires addressing equity
issues for faculty and staff.”
This position is one of two
new roles that will seek to
address racial inequity at SJSU.
Another search is in progress
for the other role, the director of
Black/African American equity,
which will reside in the Office of
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion.
Three open forums were
held between Sept. 15-17,
one forum for each of the
three final candidates. These
forums allowed the campus
community to learn more about
the candidates applying for the
advocacy and racial justice role
through a presentation and Q&A
session.
Each day, about 80 viewers
attended
the
hour-long
forums,
which
included
students, university lecturers,
administration and the search
committee leader.

One participant, Leslye
Tinson, a psychology and African
American studies lecturer, joined
the forum to stay informed about
the candidates for this position.
“The person who is placed
into the role, and the abilities
and freedoms they are given to
challenge the status quo will
determine if there’s anything
substantial that can be gained
from this new position,” Tinson
stated in an email to the
Spartan Daily.
Tinson suggested the search
committee consider interviewing
more applicants in order to
recommend the best candidate
for the position.
“Although
change
and
justice are urgently needed, it’s
important not to rush to make
knee-jerk decisions that can
cause more harm to already
marginalized groups on campus,”
Tinson said.
ADVOCACY | Page 2
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Webinar aims to encourage student voters
By Stephanie Lam
STAFF WRITER

Directors from the Bipartisan Policy
Center, a policy research institute based
in Washington D.C., hosted a webinar
Thursday encouraging college students
to vote in the November 2020 elections.
The “2020 Elections Come to
Campus: Student Leadership and Civic
Engagement” event was held over Zoom
and was free through the Bipartisan
Policy Center website.
Matthew Weil, the director of the
Bipartisan Policy Center Elections
Project and one of the moderators,
said during the webinar that students
often get a “bad reputation” for not

participating in elections.
“We know that student voters face
some of the highest barriers to voting
than any members of the electorate,”
Weil said. “Being young and being new
to the [voting] process is [one] barrier.”
The Bipartisan Policy Center analyzes
and promotes policies in areas including
health, education and governance
to “promote civic literacy and voter
turnout” in college communities,
according to its webpage.
San Jose State alumnus Domingo Juan,
who graduated with a political science
bachelor’s degree, said students should
follow the Bipartisan Policy Center’s
latest coverage on the elections.
“Educate yourself, fully immerse

yourself in the [election process],” Juan
said over the phone. “Vote for your
principles before you vote for your
policy preference.”
Juan previously worked at the
Bipartisan Policy Center as an
administrative assistant for the
Democracy Project, which publishes
government reports about congressional
and electoral reforms.
Lea Fisher
Juan said he was not involved with
marketing
junior
the webinar’s planning or preparation,
however, he worked closely with Weil.
Marketing junior Lea Fisher said in an participate in politics,” Fisher said. “It’s
Instagram video chat with the Spartan ridiculous to not exercise that right.”
Daily that she plans to vote in the
Fisher said she noticed more collegeelections.
“[Voting is] one of the easiest ways to
VOTERS | Page 2

[Voting is] one of the easiest
ways to participate in
politics. It’s ridiculous to not
exercise that right.
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When he first heard the
fight, he thought it was an
altercation between two
homeless men, which he said
happens often in the area.

You need protection,
some sort of
protection to live
around here. My
boyfriend got me
pepper spray as soon
as he found out [the
stabbing] over here.
Brianna

27 North resident who didn’t
want to release her last name

“At first, I didn’t know
he got stabbed,” said the
aerospace
engineering
student. “I thought they were
just beating him until I saw
the blood everywhere and
him rolling on the ground.”
Br yant
Jefferson,
a
sophomore kinesiology and
economics major at the
College of San Mateo, said
he was in the building at the
time and believes that the
violence around San Jose is
linked to people staying at
home during the pandemic.
“Everyone’s kind of cooped
up and you know, it’s kind
of a lot of tension right now
whether it’s loss of hope or
not knowing what’s next and
stuff,” Jefferson said. “But
safety wise, I mean, it’s scary.”
Steven Hoffman, a San Jose
resident and army veteran,
has lived next to 27 North for
seven years and said this is
the second or third time that
police have blocked off the
street in the time he’s lived

here. He said this stabbing
didn’t change how he views
safety in the area.
He said that when he
first moved to the area, he
thought it would be quiet
and safe because he’s across
the street from Horace Mann
Elementary School. However,
he said that since then, he
feels that police officers only
respond to an incident if it’s
violent.
“With all the transients that
have mental issues that hang
out just in this area, it never
really felt safe,” Hoffman said.
He said he has called the
police over concerns about
homeless people in the area
before, but that police don’t
always respond.
“Why do we bother having
police officers if they’re
not going to respond to
the citizens who pay their
salary?” Hoffman said.
Brianna said that she had
taken measures to protect
herself since moving into the
downtown area.
“You need protection,
some sort of protection to live
around here,” Brianna said.
“My boyfriend got me pepper
spray as soon as he found
out [the stabbing happened]
over here.”
Hoffman produced an
American flag knife when
asked about his own safety.
“If we have to protect
ourselves, why are we
paying [police officers]?”
Hoffman said.
Peak
Campus,
the
company that owns the 27
North apartment complex,
has not released a statement
regarding the incident by the
time of publication.

Follow Olivia on Twitter
@olivia_bowman1
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Prior to the forums, the entire
campus community was emailed
a copy of the candidates’ resume,
cover letter and their answer to
the question, “What vision do you
have for the role you would play
in addressing systemic racism and
promoting racial justice?”
The first forum was for Jahmal
Williams, who has worked at SJSU
since 2014 and is currently the
program director for the AfricanAmerican/Black Student Success
Center. He opened up by sharing his
vision for dealing with the matter.
“Addressing racism at SJSU means
placing historically underserved
communities at the center of the
work of the institution on all fronts,”
Williams said.
He further explained his plans for
empowerment of campus minorities
including identifying how systemic
racism is perpetuated at SJSU.
If chosen for the position,
Williams said he would work, “to
reimagine a different Spartan way
of life.”
Prior to his time at SJSU,
Williams worked in Student
Affairs at North Carolina Central
University and in the Center for
Multicultural Equity and Access at
Georgetown University.
Williams has a master’s degree in
clinical social work and a bachelor’s
degree in women’s studies.
Jenny Chacón, an SJSU alumna
and a freelance project management
consultant who focuses on diversity,
equity and inclusion for nonprofits
was the subject of the second forum.
She took a moment to address the
importance of the role of director of
advocacy for racial justice.
“The ultimate goal of [the]
position is to create a more inclusive
SJSU campus through a multifaceted approach of addressing
institutional racism at the systemic
and personal levels,” Chacón said.
She said she would implement
training on racial justice and
workplace inclusion and wants
to focus on reforming policies
and practices that maintain white

supremacy or anti-Blackness
at SJSU.
Before her time as a consultant,
Chacón held various positions like
strategy officer in Marin County
and program planner with the San
Francisco Department of Public
Health.
Chacón has a master’s degree in
public health and a bachelor’s degree
in political science and Spanish.
In the third forum, Travis
Tamasese, Student Affairs chief of
staff at California State University,
Long Beach, had the opportunity
to answer the same question for the
SJSU community
“The role of the Director of
Advocacy for racial justice must
ultimately be an active, engaged and
flexible one,” Tamasese said.
Moreover, he said his vision for
the role includes a path of listening,
learning and educating to exemplify
the need for active leadership and
engagement.

Although change and
justice are urgently
needed, it’s important not
to rush to make knee-jerk
decisions that can cause
more harm to already
marginalized groups
on campus.
Leslye Tinson

psychology and African American
studies lecturer

Prior to his time at CSU Long
Beach, Tamasese worked for the
Santa Ana Unified School District
as a senior executive assistant
and received a bachelor’s degree
in English.
Lisa Millora, vice president for
strategy and chief of staff, said the
university plans to make the hiring
decision by the end of the month.

Follow Olivia on Twitter
@LivGerber
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Matthew Weil (left), director of the Bipartisan Policy Center Elections Project, speaks with Nancy Thomas (right), director of the
National Study of Learning, Voting and Engagement during a Thursday webinar focused on the increase of college-aged voters.
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aged students actively researching
and voting in general elections.
While she said she noticed
Bipartisan Policy Center on
social media as well, she did not
attend the webinar.
A 2018 report published by
researchers at the National
Study of Learning, Voting and
Engagement, a democracy
research institute based in the
Jonathan M. Tisch College of
Civic Life at Tufts University,
stated that the percentage of
college students showing up to
vote is steadily increasing. About
19% of college students voted

in the 2014 elections, which
increased to 40% in 2018.
The national student turnout
rate rose from 65% in 2014 to
73% in 2018.
According to the report, any
voter between 18-24 years old is
considered a college student.
The institute’s members
collect and study data on voter
registration and turnout in which
any U.S. university or college
can submit their students’ voter
information for evaluation. SJSU
is a participating campus.
Nancy Thomas, director
of the research institute, said
during the webinar that distance
learning has made it challenging
for colleges to motivate their
students to vote. She said
students can’t have face-to-face

Voting is a social act.
If students are forced
to be physically distant
from each other, then
that is a diﬃcult thing
to do.
Nancy Thomas

National Study of
Learning, Voting and
Engagement director

discussions with their professors
and peers on the importance of
voting and can’t access the polls
if they live off campus.
“Voting is a social act,” Thomas

said. “If students are forced to
be physically distant from each
other, then that is a difficult
thing to do.”
But she said the report findings
should remind students that they
play an integral role in “changing
the status quo.” She added that
students have a duty as citizens to
hold elected officials accountable
for their policies and actions.
“It’s important for [students]
to know that if they don’t vote,
they’re invisible,” Thomas said
during the webinar. “Elected
officials do not listen to or care
about non-voters.”

Follow Stephanie on Twitter
@StephCLam

Crime Blotter
Indecent exposure, soliciting lewd,
misdemeanor for possession of controlled
substance and destruction of evidence
Sept. 6, 12:23 a.m. at Yoshihiro Uchida Hall
Adult arrest
Under the influence of
a controlled substance
Sept. 6, 9:02 p.m. Kappa Sigma Fraternity
Information only

Burglary
Sept. 16 -17, 5:30 p.m. - 8 a.m.
at International House
Information only
Possibly driving while under the
influence of marijuana
Sept. 17, 11:57 p.m. at East San Fernando
and South Second streets
Adult cited

Petty theft
Sept. 17-18, 4 p.m. - 8 a.m. at North Garage
Information only
Driving while under the influence
Sept. 19, 2:25 a.m. at South Market and
Balbach streets
Adult arrest
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Alicia Keys inspires fans in new album

By Shiri Marwaha
STAFF WRITER

Alicia Keys’ self-titled, seventh studio album
“ALICIA,” which dropped Friday, was definitely
worth the wait for fans who have been looking
forward to it since March 20 when it was
first scheduled for release. The twice-delayed
album delivers comforting lyrics, soothing
melodies and is full of life advice.
Since January, Keys has periodically released
seven of the 15 songs on “ALICIA” as singles to
keep fans satisfied as the album kept getting
pushed back.
In this new album, Keys pivoted from her
traditional feminist songs like “Girl on Fire”
and “No One” to more in-depth socio-political
messages in songs like “Rise up” which uplifts
minorities who are sidelined in society.
Keys wrote most of the songs on the album,
with the exception of a few collaborations with
musicians like Ed Sheeran in “Underdog,”
Miguel in “Show Me Love” and Khalid in
“So Done.”
“ALICIA” is rife with comforting words to
the listeners and many of the song’s lyrics are
filled with reassuring advice reminiscent of a
friend or loved one speaking directly to you.
Keys’ passionate lyrics are accompanied
by fast drum beats in some songs and
soothing guitar and piano melodies in others
that accentuate her vocal ability which she
sometimes reduces to a mere whisper.
The song “Love Looks Better” embodies
peppy, catchy and insightful lyrics where she
lovingly sings, “My love looks better on you/
Promise you baby.”
Keys’ lyrics “So can we talk for a minute?
Stop for a minute?” allows listeners to
reminisce about the missing elements of their
lives as people are constantly caught up in the
everyday rush, often ignoring loved ones.
The song “Underdog” which was cowritten with Ed Sheeran, is loaded with
energy and encouragement. Keys calls
this song a “prayer” and hopes people
remember how resilient they are in
defying the odds in life. She asks people
in the song to be the best they can be
as individuals.
The lyrics, “So I sing a song for the
hustlers trading at the bus stop / Single

CREATIVE COMMONS PHOTO FROM WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

mothers waiting on a check to come,” are
very catchy and you will for sure find yourself
humming them all day long.
The song “Good Job” was released in spring
as a single and is a shout out to the dedication
and work of doctors and nurses during the
pandemic. This feel-good song will make you
feel both emotional and happy.
Lyrics like “You’re the engine that makes all
things go / And you’re always in disguise, my
hero / I see your light in the dark,” is a reminder
for all of us to cherish the hardworking and
caring people in our lives.
Repetition of the lyrics “You’re doing a
good job, a good job / You’re doing a good job”
is almost meditative and provides motivation
to a needy soul.
The album does however have some low
points like in the song “Time Machine,” which
isn’t as impressive as the other songs because
of its slow, lulling melody and it just doesn‘t
compliment Keys’ strong vocals as well.
The lyrics “No, we can’t rewind, life ain’t no
time machine,” are inspiring, but the pace of
the song is slow and doesn’t work well. The
song does however, have a positive message

album review
“ALICIA”
Rating:



of being happy and living your life to the max
even during the pandemic because we can’t
rewind time.
Track nine, “So Done,” features fellow
R&B artist Khalid and is reflective of Keys’
personality and her growth as an artist. In the
song, the listener understands that Keys is a
strong woman who knows what she wants and
lives by her own rules.
The theme of breaking free from the norms
of society and being fine with her assertive
attitude caters to the rebellious nature in all
of us.

Artist:
Alicia Keys
Release Date:
Sept. 18, 2020
Genre:
R&B

“ALICIA” is a great seventh album
for Keys, with foot-tapping music and
beats, inspiring lyrics and star-studded
collaborations. She is really embracing a
new musical maturity while reassuring her
listeners with some much needed advice
during these dark times. The album does
lack in a few areas because of some slower
songs, however, Keys has done a wonderful
job with her newest material.
Follow Shiri on Twitter
@Marwaha5Shiri

– send a letter to the editor –
Letters to the Editor may be placed in the letters to the editor
box in the Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209 or
emailed to spartandaily@gmail.com to the attention of the Spartan
Daily Opinion Editor.
Letters to the Editor must contain the author’s name, year and
major. Letters become property of the Spartan Daily and may be
edited for clarity, grammar, libel and length. Only letters of 300
words or less will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and Mass
Communication or SJSU. The Spartan Daily is a public forum.
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Pro gamers ban unfair advantages
Jonathan Austin
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Unwritten rules are
inherent to sports, so
gatekeeping esports from
having consensus do’s
and don’ts is shortsighted
and unnecessary.
After all, if baseball
is
allowed
to
have
three trillion unspoken
rules, then Call of Duty
can have three.
I have written about
competitive gaming in
the past and I believe that
esports is a real sport and
should
be
considered
as such.
People who use their
human dexterity to control
and function as precisely
as professional gamers are
truly next level and while
they may not be athletes in
the traditional sense, they
certainly deserve a seat at
the table for sports players.
That’s
why
the
Gentlemen’s
Agreement
in Call of Duty: Modern
Warfare is reasonable and
in line with sports ideology.
The Call of Duty
League is a professional
gaming association with
12 region-based teams in
North America and Europe.
It has regular season
matchups which lead into
postseason championships.
The league recently
decided to ban one weapon
attachment
and
the
exploitation of two errors in
the game from competitive
play. as part of the
Gentlemen’s
Agreement,

which is what the league
calls its own unofficial rules.
The list of things banned
from
competition
by
the league are the Merc
Foregrip andthe use of Auto
Tactical Sprint and Snaking,
according to a May 28
article from GGRecon, an
esports news site.
The
Merc
Foregrip
increases weapon accuracy
but also increases player
running
speed.Auto
Tactical
Sprint
allows
players to overuse the
supplementary
sprint
mechanic, and snaking
is an error in the game
that makes players look
like they are laying down
“proning” to the enemy but
they are actually moving at
full speed as if they were
standing up.
The new rules came
before a set of matches
that were scheduled to take
place between June 5-7.
The main reason these
items have been banned
from
competitions
is
because they are advantages
perceived by professional
teams as unfair for
competitive play.
It is interesting to note
that the aforementioned
unbalanced
mechanics
and errorss have not been
removed from the game by
the developers and can still
be used in casual gameplay.
This distinction is fine
because most players are
not professional gamers

ILLUSTRATION BY HANZ PACHECO

You wouldn’t force your doofus
friends to shoot 3-pointers
from 22 feet just because NBA
players are capable of it.
with a financial reward
on the line where any
inherent advantage would
be considered unfair.
An important detail
about esports is that
video game developers
have the ability to alter or
adjust mechanics to help
balance the game.

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

So, in theory, they could
remove the items listed in
the Gentlemen’s Agreement
that professional players
believe gives an unfair
advantage in the game.
However, it is not good
game design to restrict
rules of play when a
game like Call of Duty:

Modern
Warfare
has
millions of players.
You wouldn’t force all
of your doofus friends
to shoot 3-pointers from
22 feet because NBA players
are capable of it.
Similarly, you shouldn’t
expect regular gamers
to
follow
rules
set
for professionals.
Casual fans of the
franchise should not have
to adhere to rules which are
meant for competition.
This is not to say that
competitive games don’t
need constant updates, but
unless something makes
the game unplayable, it
should not be changed.
Those balancing updates

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

are rarely tailored to
the professional crowd
whose playing styles are
sometimes
completely
irrelevant and inaccessible
to the general gamer that
wants to play for a round
or two, according to a
March 2019 Forbes article.
In
all
honesty,
professional gaming is
going to be popular for
the foreseeable future and
discounting rules just
because they’re not “official”
misses out on decades of
sports history.

Follow Jonathan on Twitter
@JonathanAus10

JOKIN’
AROUND
Where do
young cows eat
lunch?

In the calfateria.

SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Batman’s sidekick
6. Boast
11. African virus
12. Not inside
15. Bent
16. Streaked or grooved
17. Snake-like fish
18. Yellowish
20. Regulation (abbrev.)
21. A dog wags one
23. Dry
24. Stare
25. To be, in old Rome
26. Sweeping story
27. Chomp
28. Apollo astronaut Slayton
29. Liveliness
30. Flax fabric
31. Grappling
34. Large long-necked wading
bird
36. A very long period
37. Certain ball-and-socket
joints
41. Emanation
42. Disguise
43. So be it

44. Electrical or crossword
45. Sit for a photo
46. Short skirt
47. A large vase
48. Senior
51. Little bit
52. Someone’s foot
54. Ventilate
56. A very attractive woman
57. Fry briefly
58. Strict
59. Tall woody plants
DOWN
1. Set free
2. Pillar
3. Carton
4. Holly
5. Nil
6. Belonging to the Middle Ages
7. Sensational
8. Ear-related
9. An Old Testament king
10. Measure in a lab
13. Intensify
14. Border
15. Celebrated
16. Exotic dancers

19. Scruffs
22. Upwind
24. A clothing fabric
26. Type of sword
27. Container
30. Connection
32. Ribonucleic acid
33. Unsuccessful person
34. A bunny’s favorite food
35. Catastrophic
38. Mimic
39. Roman household gods
40. Malicious
42. Present-day
44. Fortitude
45. Anagram of “Peril”
48. Feudal worker
49. Not first
50. 365 days
53. Explosive
55. Regret
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NCAA Council sets new guidelines
By Olivia Gerber
STAFF WRITER

The NCAA Division I
Council passed a number of
legislative actions during a
Sept. 16 meeting including
recommendations
for
the regular seasons and
preseasons as well as
recommendations for fall
sports championships.
A task force composed
of the Mountain West
board
of
directors,
athletic
directors,
a
health and safety advisory
committee, conference
staff, institutional athletics
administrators, coaches
and
student-athlete
representatives has been
meeting to reschedule fall
sports and plan the seasons
for football and men’s
and women’s basketball.
These plans include
scheduling, enhancing
medical protocols and
revising
management
plans according to a
Sept. 8 update on
the status of Mountain
West sports.
“Multiple subgroups
within the conference
are working daily on
solutions to the existing
challenges in order to
facilitate a return to play
for
Mountain
West
football,
and
other
conference sport programs,
at the earliest possible
opportunity,” Mountain
West
Commissioner
Craig Thompson said in
a
Sept.
16
online
news release.
For the football season,
the council adopted
temporary
emergency
legislation to postpone
competition until spring.
According
to
the
meeting brief provided
by Joe Waltasti, assistant

PHOTO COURTESY OF SJSU ATHLETICS

Junior guard Trey Smith tosses a basketball in the air during an oﬀensive drill at practice on Sept. 9 at the South Campus outdoor basketball courts.

scheduled to take place
in Cleveland, Ohio, from
April 29 to May 1.
Regarding
other
fall
sports’
normal
seasons and preseasons,
the council adopted
Seneca Knight temporary
emergency
guard legislation which specifies
that university sports
departments, “may break
the consideration for the up the fall playing season
start and the completion into multiple segments.”
of the spring season,”
The
council
also
SJSU head football coach d e t e r m i n e d
t h at
Brent Brennan said in universities can choose
a
previous
Spartan the date for their first
Daily article. “The idea practices in the spring
is to be completed before based on the institution’s
the NFL draft.”
specific
needs
and
According
to
an other factors.
April 28 article posted
SJSU basketball guard
on the NFL website, Seneca
Knight
said
the
2021
draft
is over the phone that he

Before we were just working to get
better, but now we have a season to
work for.

athletics director for
media relations in an
email, this legislation
provides flexibility for
practice times and allows
up to eight regular-season
games during a period of
no more than 13 weeks,
with the last regularseason game scheduled
for
no
later
than
April 17, 2021.
“The NFL draft is part of

is just happy to have a
season to play.
“For the longest time,
we didn’t think we would
have a season. It’s a sign
of relief, being able to see
that news for me and the
whole team,” Knight said
over the phone. “Before
we were just working to
get better, but now we
have a season to work for.”
This
emergenc y
legislation will also allow
university
basketball
teams
to
transition
from
out-of-season
activities to on-court
preseason practice on
Monday and change the
first permissible game
date to Nov. 25.
“Right now, we are
excited that there is a

start date,” SJSU men’s
basketball head coach
Jean Prioleau said in an
email to the Spartan Daily.
“Our student-athletes’
well-being is the number
one concern.”
Additionally,
the
legislation aims to reduce
the minimum number
of games required to
satisfy sports-sponsorship
requirements by 50%.
During the Sept. 16
meeting, the council
made recommendations
to the NCAA Division
I board of directors on
elements of fall sports
championships, which the
board will discuss today.
Follow Olivia on Twitter
@LivGerber

Dancesport club moves to Zoom

By Shiri Marwaha
STAFF WRITER

Social
distancing
guidelines at San Jose State
forced the Dancesport
club team to move its
dance practices to Zoom
starting Thursday.
“I felt it was just a shortterm adjustment when classes
moved online in February,
but now I know that was
naïve,” said Areeb Yaqub, a
computer science senior
and treasurer for the SJSU
club Dancesport team, over
the phone.
When SJSU announced
that this semester would be
primarily online, the club
had to make several changes
to comply with coronavirus
protocols
including
switching to solo dancing
rather than partner dancing.
But some members
said the change actually
led to more attention to
detail on their fitness and
dance routines.
“It kind of shifted more
toward technique and taking
care of our bodies, so we
had a lot of workout meets,”
psychology
sophomore
Alexia Figueroa said over
the phone. “Since this whole
semester will be online, we
are still having meetings
over Zoom on how to go
about it.”
However, club members
say it is difficult to understand
the complex movements of
the dances through Zoom.
“We need to see from all
angles to learn a certain move
or style, to really grasp what

I felt it was just
a short-term
adjustment when
classes moved
online in February,
But now I know
that was naive.
Areeb Yaqub

Dancesport club treasurer

you yourself need to do for
the dance,” Yaqub said.
The team also does not
have access to its studio on
campus, meaning members
are not able to use the
open space and lighting
for practices.
“We have to be clear
PHOTO COURTESY OF ANGELICA SHAM
about how much space you
might need, props for fitness Dancesport club members, Areeb Yaqub and Nicole Smoot, compete in the UC Berkeley Ballroom Classic on March 7.
activities and be explicit about
lighting when we practice at as poor internet connection they must focus on different
“Our sport is partner“We have already filmed
night,” said Angelica Sham, and fading audio.
areas of dancing when dancing based, but there are our first ad using members
an SJSU alumna with a degree
“The whole situation is practicing solo.
many technical aspects that who live together and
in photography, in an email to unfortunate,” forensic biology
“I am lucky to live with my can be worked on [with] solo are partners together,”
the Spartan Daily.
senior Jordan Santagata said partner, but those attending [dance],” Santagata said.
Yaqub said.
Consequently,
team in an email to the Spartan solo [classes], the focus is
She said she hopes the
The club said it hopes to
leaders have to be mindful Daily. “It is difficult to dance on technique and body club will eventually return grow in membership before
of other students’ situations. without a professional dance mechanics,” Santagata said.
to in-person dancing after in-person practices can
This includes the amount floor and without a partner.”
The team is also the pandemic.
begin again.
of space they have in their
However, club members practicing different genres to
“If we safely go about how
“We are hoping to get
homes to dance and if they said they still believe they accommodate solo dancing.
to bring more people back, more people and to reach
have to worry about any will learn the different dances
“We might dip more into then it might work and we more people and get them
neighbors complaining a despite the issues practicing other forms of dancing like might be able to bring back interested in the team,”
bout loud noise.
through Zoom presents.
line dancing, which doesn’t partners dancing together,” Figueroa said, “So, when we
“It’s a lot to take in but
“We do our best to learn require a partner,” Yaqub said. Yaqub said.
do get back in person we
it helps us customize our and try to continue the hobby
Because the team can’t start
Club members are still are a strong team and fill
activities based on these types that we love,” Santagata said.
with their typical partner- pushing for more people in our community.”
of situations,” Sham said.
However, because dancing dance base, they look to focus the SJSU community to join
Follow Shiri on Twitter
Practicing through Zoom with a partner was a big part on the different challenges of the team despite not being
@Marwaha5Shiri
also presents issues such of the club, now members say solo dance.
in person.

